
SITI 

IIC Pretoria: https://iicpretoria.esteri.it/iic_pretoria/it/gli_eventi/calendario/2021/03/italian-film-

focus-in-southern.html 

 

 

Ambasciata Pretoria: https://ambpretoria.esteri.it/ambasciata_pretoria/it/ 

https://iicpretoria.esteri.it/iic_pretoria/it/gli_eventi/calendario/2021/03/italian-film-focus-in-southern.html
https://iicpretoria.esteri.it/iic_pretoria/it/gli_eventi/calendario/2021/03/italian-film-focus-in-southern.html
https://ambpretoria.esteri.it/ambasciata_pretoria/it/


 

 

Consolato Johannesburg: 

https://consjohannesburg.esteri.it/consolato_johannesburg/it/la_comunicazione/dal_consolato/20

21/03/italian-film-focus-in-southern.html 

https://consjohannesburg.esteri.it/consolato_johannesburg/it/la_comunicazione/dal_consolato/2021/03/italian-film-focus-in-southern.html
https://consjohannesburg.esteri.it/consolato_johannesburg/it/la_comunicazione/dal_consolato/2021/03/italian-film-focus-in-southern.html


 

Esteri: https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/retediplomatica/sud-africa-al-via-

la-rassegna-italian-film-focus.html 

https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/retediplomatica/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus.html
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/retediplomatica/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus.html


 

 

Associazione Controluce:  

http://associazionecontroluce.org/index.php/cape-town-focus/ 

http://associazionecontroluce.org/index.php/cape-town-focus/


 

Cinekit: https://cinekit.it/italian-filmfocus-%20in-southern-africa/ 

https://cinekit.it/italian-filmfocus-%20in-southern-africa/


 

 

Gazzetta del Sudafrica https://www.lagazzettadelsudafrica.net/index.php/current-news/8653-

italian-film-focus-online-25-30-march 

https://www.lagazzettadelsudafrica.net/index.php/current-news/8653-italian-film-focus-online-25-30-march
https://www.lagazzettadelsudafrica.net/index.php/current-news/8653-italian-film-focus-online-25-30-march


 



 

AISE https://www.aise.it/anno/italian-film-focus-in-sudafrica-namibia-zambia-e-

zimbabwe/158249/1 

https://www.aise.it/anno/italian-film-focus-in-sudafrica-namibia-zambia-e-zimbabwe/158249/1
https://www.aise.it/anno/italian-film-focus-in-sudafrica-namibia-zambia-e-zimbabwe/158249/1


 

https://www.aise.it/anno/southern-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus/158336/1 

https://www.aise.it/anno/southern-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus/158336/1


 

9 colonne: https://www.9colonne.it/public/302706/cinema-tutto-pronto-per-italian-film-focus-in-

sudafrica#.YGLmvq8zaUk 

https://www.9colonne.it/public/302706/cinema-tutto-pronto-per-italian-film-focus-in-sudafrica#.YGLmvq8zaUk
https://www.9colonne.it/public/302706/cinema-tutto-pronto-per-italian-film-focus-in-sudafrica#.YGLmvq8zaUk


 

 

Gente d’Italia: https://www.genteditalia.org/2021/03/23/al-via-italian-film-focus-cosi-il-nostro-

cinema-si-promuove-in-sud-africa/ 

https://www.genteditalia.org/2021/03/23/al-via-italian-film-focus-cosi-il-nostro-cinema-si-promuove-in-sud-africa/
https://www.genteditalia.org/2021/03/23/al-via-italian-film-focus-cosi-il-nostro-cinema-si-promuove-in-sud-africa/


 



 

Minerva Pictures: https://www.minervapicturesinternational.com/market-news/our-film-at-italian-

film-focus-in-southern-africa/ 

 

https://www.minervapicturesinternational.com/market-news/our-film-at-italian-film-focus-in-southern-africa/
https://www.minervapicturesinternational.com/market-news/our-film-at-italian-film-focus-in-southern-africa/


 

AG Cult 

https://agcult.it/a/34197/2021-03-22/italia-sudafrica-dal-25-marzo-online-la-21a-edizione-di-italian-

film-focus 

 

False Bay Echo: https://www.falsebayecho.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-

41df-bd56-90454066c816 

https://agcult.it/a/34197/2021-03-22/italia-sudafrica-dal-25-marzo-online-la-21a-edizione-di-italian-film-focus
https://agcult.it/a/34197/2021-03-22/italia-sudafrica-dal-25-marzo-online-la-21a-edizione-di-italian-film-focus
https://www.falsebayecho.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-90454066c816
https://www.falsebayecho.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-90454066c816


 



 

Weekend special: https://weekendspecial.co.za/italian-film-focus-festival-book/ 

https://weekendspecial.co.za/italian-film-focus-festival-book/


 



 



 

Comunicazione inform https://comunicazioneinform.it/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-

focus/ 

https://comunicazioneinform.it/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus/
https://comunicazioneinform.it/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus/


 

 

La Dante https://ladante.co.za/ 

https://ladante.co.za/


 

 

https://www.southernmail.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-

90454066c816 

https://www.southernmail.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-90454066c816
https://www.southernmail.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-90454066c816


 



 

https://www.plainsman.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-

90454066c816 

https://www.plainsman.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-90454066c816
https://www.plainsman.co.za/entertainment/italian-film-festival-8de82e57-edd3-41df-bd56-90454066c816


 



 

Zimbabwe independent https://www.theindependent.co.zw/2021/03/26/78923/ 

https://www.theindependent.co.zw/2021/03/26/78923/


 



 

 

Audiopress: http://audiopress.it/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus/ 

http://audiopress.it/sud-africa-al-via-la-rassegna-italian-film-focus/


 

Italian network: http://www.italiannetwork.it/news.aspx?ln=it&id=65323 

http://www.italiannetwork.it/news.aspx?ln=it&id=65323
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Italian Film Focus 

https://www.facebook.com/italianfilmfocus 

https://www.facebook.com/italianfilmfocus


 

Ambasciata Pretoria:  



 

 

Consolato cape Town: https://www.facebook.com/ItalyinCapeTown 

https://www.facebook.com/ItalyinCapeTown


’ 

Consoalto Johannesbuirg: https://www.facebook.com/ConsJhb 

https://www.facebook.com/ConsJhb


 

 

Ambasciata Lusaka: https://www.facebook.com/Amblusaka 

https://www.facebook.com/Amblusaka


 

 

Dante PMB: https://www.facebook.com/dantealighieripmb 

https://www.facebook.com/dantealighieripmb


 

Date Durban:  

https://www.facebook.com/dantedurban 

https://www.facebook.com/dantedurban


 

 

Dante CPT: https://www.facebook.com/LaDanteCT 

https://www.facebook.com/LaDanteCT


 

Gazzetta del Sudafrica: https://www.facebook.com/LaGazzettaDelSudAfrica 

https://www.facebook.com/LaGazzettaDelSudAfrica


  

 

 



Robin Bourne: 082 856 3633 | Lisa Bourne: 078 558 5690
Offi ce: 021 696 9834 • 22 Lascelles Street, Rondebosch East

Services Offered
Earth Burials and Cremations
Cash Back Funeral Policies
Chapel on Premises
Coffi ns and Caskets

A l a n  &  R o b i n  B o u r n e
Family owned, serving the community since 1932

Bon Holme
Funeral Directors

Chapel on Premises
Coffi ns and Caskets

A Funeral business 
that can be trusted!
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AGMs
The New Horizon Neighbourhood Watch will be 
having its annual general meeting on Sunday 
March 28, at Flowerpecker Street field (near the 
entrance of the False Bay Nature Reserve), at 
3pm. They will give feedback to the community 
and address concerns and challenges. 
Residents who would like to join the neighbour-
hood watch may do so as a registration form 
will be available but you must take two certified 
copies of your identity document. Call 073 674 
2506.

• Philippi SAPS is inviting community-based 
organisations to register for the upcoming com-
munity police forum’s annual general meeting 
at Philippi police station. The date for the AGM 
will be confirmed after this process. 
Contact Captain Goliath at 021 690 1502 or 082 
469 6470 or email philippisaps@saps.gov.za for 
more information.

You can email your  
What’s On notices to  

roshan.abrahams@inl.co.za or  
lillian.amos@inl.co.za

What’s On

STAFF REPORTER

The 21st edition of the Italian Film Focus will 
take place from tomorrow, Thursday March 
25 to Tuesday March 30 online.

The event is promoted by Controluce, the 
Italian Institute of Culture in Pretoria, the 
Embassy of Italy in South Africa, the Consulate 
of Italy in Johannesburg, the Consulate of Cape 
Town, the Embassy of Italy in Zambia, and the 
Embassy of Italy in Zimbabwe.

The festival will open with the award-win-
ning film Hidden Away (Volevo Nascondermi) 
by Giorgio Diritti about an Italian self-taught 
painter, Ligabue. The director will present the 
film with a live introduction and participate 
in a Q&A.

The festival programme includes live interac-
tions with a director every day and a film event 
to celebrate the three-time Oscar winner Federico 
Fellini on the centenary of his birth with the 
movie, Juliet of the Spirits (Giulietta degli Spiriti).

Visit cinekit.it/italian-filmfocus-in-south-
ern-africa to book and for the full programme.

Bookings open online on Thursday March 
25, at 10am. Tickets cost US$3.50 (R51.90 on 
Monday March 22) but the first 1 000 tickets are 
free. Tickets include access to the 12 films and 
participation in the live events.

Search for https://www.facebook.com/italian-
filmfocus on Facebook.

Italian 
film 
festival

 An image from the movie 
Miss Marx directed by Susanna 
Nicchiarelli. 
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Melania and Me 
The rise and fall of my 
friendship with the 
First Lady
Stephanie Winston 
Wolkoff
Simon & Schuster UK 
– Jonathan Ball (South 
Africa
Review: Lauren O’Con-
nor-May

I’ve always wondered what 
goes on inside the heads 
of those who not only 
voted for Donald Trump 
but then also supported 
his administration. Stephanie Winston Wolkoff 
admits to being one of those people but after 
reading this book, very reluctantly, I must admit, 
it’s a logic that still makes no sense to me. 
Wolkoff calls herself a friend of Melania Trump. 
A successful businesswoman, Wolkoff had long 
ago made a name for herself in the fashion 
industry, which is where she first met the then 
unmarried Melania Knauss, an aspiring but 
unsuccessful model. 
The two texted regularly, met once a month for 
lunch and Wolkoff seems to feel the friendship 
was real, despite the clear indications that it 
was not. 
For most of the first part of the book, Wolkofff 
came across as a bit of a fangirl trying to justify 
her obviously one-sided friendship with Melania. 
Wolfkoff does Melania endless favours, is at 

her beck and call and she 
willingly shares her trials 
and struggles with an 
apathetic Melania. 
Later, as Wolkoff, at great 
cost to herself, rallies for 
Melania in a way that can 
only be called obsessive – 
all in the name of patriotism 
– she comes across as 
someone desperately trying 
to justify her misplaced 
loyalties. 
Eventually, Wolkoff ends up 
the same as most people 
who tangled with the 
Trumps do – ruined. Only 

then she admits, what any sane reader could 
have seen all along and what all her friends had 
been warning her about, that she was being 
used and it would not end well. 
I found parts of this book very dull, especially 
when Wolkoff goes into a painful, day-by-day, 
blow-by-blow account of the presidential 
inauguration planning. Wolfkoff claims she 
was the scapegoat for the irregularities in the 
inauguration spending and whether this is true 
or not remains to be seen as the investigation is 
still ongoing. 
Other parts are morbidly fascinating. How does 
Melania deal with all the scandal that is con-
stantly swirling around the Trumps? It appears 
that she just doesn’t care. 
As long as her private life is not too greatly 
disturbed, her expensive shoes matches her 

designer bag and she looks good, Melania 
doesn’t care what is happening outside her bub-
ble and least of all whom it affects. That is how 
she has been painted under Wolkoff’s pen at 
least. Wolfkoff admits to having had a grudging 
admiration for this head-in-a -bubble attitude 
and even sometimes justifies it. Later, it comes 
back to bite her. At its essence, this book is a PR 
attempt to salvage a Trump-ruined life.

Let Love Rule
Lenny Kravitz with David Ritz
Sphere – Jonathan Ball (South Africa)
Review: Lauren O’Connor-May

Fans of Lenny Kravitz will know that Let Love 
Rule is the name of the song that ignited his 
fame in the rock genre. 
Fans will probably know a lot about Lenny 
already but the most well-known tidbit of his life, 
his failed marriage with The Cosby Show actress, 
Lisa Bonet, and the mysterious reasons behind 
it, is not discussed in this book. The story stops 
just after their daughter Zoe is born and before 
they separate.
The book starts before Lenny is born, with the 
romance between his parents, well-known 
actress Roxie Roker and journalist Sy Kravitz. 
It goes on to talk about his extremely colourful 
childhood, which was full of well-known 
musicians and actors and an immersion in arts, 
almost from birth, which clearly shaped his 
musical aspirations.
The book goes into great detail about his 
grandparents, his family life, his family history 

and his childhood and carries on until he leaves 
school and tries to launch a career as the pop 
musician Romeo Blue.
The essence of the story, told in Lenny’s own 
words, is his musical and spiritual development. 
He talks a lot about his spirituality and how 
his musical style was influenced and nearly 
everything he talks about in the book links back 
to those two themes.
The book is very lyrically written and, based on 
the ending, hints at being part of a series.
I’ve watched many documentaries about Lenny 
Kravitz, being somewhat of a fan myself, and 
knew a lot about the musician already but this 
book gives the unique view of telling his story 
in his own words, through only his perspective, 
which is sometimes somewhat rose-tinted.

Read of the week
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Puzzle on page 2

Anagram puzzle solution

Encourage, acrogen, courage, aerugo, con-
gee, conger, cougar, enrage, genera, onager, 
orange, agree, anger, argon, argue, auger, 
cargo, conga, conge, eager, eagre, genre, 
genro, genua, goner, goura, grace, green, 
groan, guaco, guano, organ, ragee, range, 
renga, rogue, rouge, rugae, ague, areg, cage, 
crag, ergo, gaur, gean, gear, gene, genu, 
gone, gore, guan, guar, ogee, ogre, rage, 
rang, ruga, rung and urge.

Puzzle on page 2

Sudoku solution   
No 107; Level: Hard

STAFF REPORTER

Guitarist Derek Gripper will 
be hosting a series of small, 
socially distanced events 

in commemoration of his last 
international concert tour in 
2020 and one year of musical 
lockdown. 

Derek will play in private 
homes and in various intimate 
venues such as the Sangha Spot in 
Muizenberg, The Cottage Club in 
Fish Hoek, The Forge in Kalk Bay 
and The Ladder in Cape Town 
from Sunday March 28 to Friday 
May 7.

Derek’s last tour of Australia a 
year ago saw him play 16 sold-out 
concerts in as many towns and 
cities. He returned to the Mother 
City the week before lockdown 
and has since been running an 
online subscription service teach-

ing group music lessons.
His notable experiences 

include a solo concert at Carne-
gie Hall, multiple collaborations 
with classical guitar legend John 
Williams and classical Indian 
virtuoso Debashish Battacharya; 
a performance in Bamako with 
kora star Toumani Diabate and 
a host of award-winning albums 
including 2016’s Libraries on Fire, 
which won the Songlines Music 
Award for Best African Album.

Derek’s recent album, A Year 
of Swimming, had a million 
streams in its first few months of 
release, and his latest record with 
Silk Road Ensemble’s cellist Mike 
Block is set to follow suit.

Tickets are available 
from R150 through Quicket.  
Visit https://www.derekgripper.
com/tour-dates/ for more infor-
mation.

Derek Gripper 
concert series

 Derek Gripper 
will perform in 
private homes and 
small venues.

STAFF REPORTER

The 21st edition of the Italian 
Film Focus will take place from 
tomorrow, Thursday March 25 
to Tuesday March 30 online.

The event is promoted by 
Controluce, the Italian Insti-
tute of Culture in Pretoria, the 
Embassy of Italy in South Africa, 
the Consulate of Italy in Johan-
nesburg, the Consulate of Cape 
Town, the Embassy of Italy in 
Zambia, and the Embassy of 
Italy in Zimbabwe.

The festival will open with 
the award-winning film Hidden 
Away (Volevo Nascondermi) by 
Giorgio Diritti about an Italian 
self-taught painter, Ligabue. 
The director will present the 
film with a live introduction 
and participate in a Q&A.

The festival programme 
includes live interactions with 
a director every day and a film 
event to celebrate the three-
time Oscar winner Federico 
Fellini on the centenary of his 
birth with the movie, Juliet 

of the Spirits (Giulietta degli 
Spiriti).

Visit cinekit.it/italian-film-
focus-in-southern-africa to book 
and for the full programme.

Bookings open online on 
Thursday March 25, at 10am. 
Tickets cost US$3.50 (R51.90 on 
Monday March 22) but the first 
1 000 tickets are free. Tickets 
include access to the 12 films 
and participation in the live 
events. Search for https://www.
facebook.com/italianfilmfocus 
on Facebook.

Italian film festival

 The 21st edition of 
the Italian Film Focus 
will take place from 
tomorrow, Thursday 
March 25 to Tuesday 
March 30 online. The 
event is promoted by 
Controluce, the Italian 
Institute of Culture in 
Pretoria, the Embassy 
of Italy in South Africa, 
the Consulate of Italy 
in Johannesburg, the 
Consulate of Cape 
Town, the Embassy of 
Italy in Zambia, and 
the Embassy of Italy in 
Zimbabwe. Pictured is an 
image from the movie 
Miss Marx, directed by 
Susanna Nicchiarelli. 



Join our courses and get these amazing Easter specials:
• 10 days Nail Technology and Advanced 
   Nail art course. 
• 4 days Individual and Volume eyelash 
   extension course
• 5 days Manicure/Pedicure and gel overlay course
• 5 days Swedish and Indian head massage course
• 8 days advanced Acrylic nail system course

For more information whatsapp us on 
0828225714 or 0795048311

Visit our website www.bellissimabeauty.academy
Email us on team@bellissimabeauty.academy

Bellissima Beauty Academy in collaboration with 
Angels Resource Centres - 81, Main Rd, Fish Hoek

About:
•  New & upcoming pet supply store
•  Stockist of quality pet food and  
 accessories
•  Conveniently situated in the  
 Main Road
•  Friendly Staff
•  Suppliers include:  Daro, Royal canin,  
 Montego, Rogz and many more
 GRAND  

OPENING
Easter Weekend: 2nd - 5th April 2021

OPENING SPECIALS IN STORE
DON’T MISS OUT!

Shop 4,  
34 Main Road, 
Fish Hoek

Ali (CEO) on  
083 745 5106

Follow us
@petcetera_stop

Celebrating 50 years of trading in Fish Hoek 

THE BOOKWORM
WE BUY AND SELL

Antiques, Art, Books, 
Collectables, War Medals

& Militaria, Jewellery,Vases, 
Silver, Oil Paintings,Postcards 

TOP PRICES PAID

(Free Valuations done)
082 334 7899/ 079 309 8435 

Corner Recreation Road and 1st Avenue Fish Hoek

ENTERTAINMENT 11

Birthday bash
The annual Just Nuisance Day 
will take place on Saturday  
April 3 at Jubilee Square, 
Simon’s Town from 8am to 
3pm. This year’s event will 
commemorate Just Nuisance’s 
extraordinary spirit by featuring 
the annual dog walk along the 
streets of Simon’s Town, along 
with a host  

of exciting new family activities.  
The event  will kick off at Long 
Beach with registration from 
8am to 10am. The walk will start 
at 10am from Long beach to 
Jubilee Square. The cost is R25 
a person or a tin of dog food. 
Judging and prize giving for 
best dressed dog and owner 
and Just Nuisance look-alike 
will take place at 11.30am and 

the birthday cake will be cut at 
11am. Various competitions and 
a lucky draw will also take place. 
The Cape of Good Hope SPCA, 
TEARS and a local pet feeding 
scheme are beneficiaries of the 
event. Strict Covid-19 proto-
cols will be in place. For more 
information, email events@
simonstown.com or visit www.
simonstown. com

What’s On

Wash your 
hands regularly 
for more than 

20 seconds with 
soap and water 
to prevent the 

spread of Covid-
19. For more 

information on 
the coronavirus, 

visit the 
National 

Department of 
Health website 
at www.health.
gov.za or call 

the coronavirus 
hotline at 021 

928 4102

Remember to 
keep a physical 
distance of at 

least 1.5 metres 
from others 

when out in the 
public. For more 
information on 

the coronavirus, 
visit the 
National 

Department of 
Health website 
at www.health.
gov.za or call 

the coronavirus 
hotline at 021 

928 4102

Send your 
entertainment 

news to 
entertain.

ccn@inl.co.za

Thursday, March 25 2021

The Bookworm in Fish Hoek would like to buy 
your books, collectables, art, gold jewellery, war 
medals, vinyl LPs, antiques and other interesting 
objects. 

This iconic bookshop has now been trading 
in Fish Hoek for more than 50 years.  The owner, 
Schalk Vorster, has more than 30 years’ experi-
ence in the field of books, antiques, collectables 
and military history. 

If you are clearing house or relocating, 

please make contact with Schalk for a free 
valuation or assessment of what you would 
like to sell. 

We are always interested in quality books 
on art, photography, motoring, war history, 
illustrated books, classics, politics, etc. 

The Bookworm also donates surplus 
stock on a weekly basis to various charities 
in the area.  – See the advertisement for  
details.

We buy and sell art, 
books and collectables

Bellissima Beauty 
Academy offers a var-
iety of courses in the 
beauty and nail tech-
nology industry. 

We are Servi-
ces Seta and iTEC 
accredited. After suc-
cessful graduation, stu-
dents will be entitled 
to work as a qualified 
Beauty Therapist or 
Nail Technician World-
wide. 

Bellissima Beauty 
Academy Principals 
Mandy Sheinbar and 
Gloria Ruffini are stu-
dent-focused with 
excellent communica-
tion and interpersonal 
skills. 

They have a good 
ability to motivate the 
students to reach their 
full potential. Bellissima 
Beauty Academy will 
help learners achieve 
their full potential 
through quality edu-
cation, training, and 
recognition of prior 
learning. 

Bellissima Beauty 
Academy’s learners 
are internationally 
and nationally trained 
and can find employ-
ment in salons and 
spas locally and inter-
nationally as well as 
being sort after inter-
nationally, working on 
cruise liners around 
the world. 

Our main campus 
is in Montague Gar-
dens, Cape Town and 
we have been oper-
ational since 2017. 
In collaboration with 
Angels Resource Cen-
tres, we have recently 
opened a campus at 
81 Main Road, Fish 
Hoek. See the adver-
tisement for more 
information.

Beauty 
and nail 
courses in 
Fish Hoek

FEATUREEcho

 The 21st edition of the Italian Film 
Focus will take place online from today, 
Thursday March 25, to Tuesday March 
30. The event is promoted by Controluce, 
the Italian Institute of Culture in Pretoria, 
the Embassy of Italy in South Africa, the 
Consulate of Italy in Johannesburg, the 
Consulate of Cape Town, the Embassy 
of Italy in Zambia, and the Embassy of 
Italy in Zimbabwe. The festival will open 
with the award-winning film Hidden Away 
(Volevo Nascondermi) by Giorgio Diritti 
about an Italian self-taught painter, 
Ligabue. 
Visit cinekit.it/italian-filmfocus-in-
southern-africa to book and for the full 
programme. Tickets cost US$3.50 (R51.90 
on Monday March 22) but the first 1 000 
tickets are free. Tickets include access to 
the 12 films and participation in the live 
events. Search for https://www.facebook.
com/italianfilmfocus on Facebook.  
Pictured is an image from the movie Miss 
Marx, directed by Susanna Nicchiarelli. 

Italian film festival
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Simon van Schalkwyk launched 
his debut poetry collection Trans-
continental Delay at the Cavendish 
Square branch of Exclusive Books 
on Thursday March 18. 

He was in conversation with 
researcher and cultural theorist,  
Dr Wamuwi Mbao.

Simon grew up in Wynberg 
and attended St Columba's Sen-
ior Secondary in Athlone. He now 
lives in Johannesburg where he is 
a lecturer in the Department of 
English Studies at Wits University 
and is the academic editor for the 
Johannesburg Review of Books.

In Transcontinental Delay, 
Simon tracks experiences of immi-

nent arrival and departure, periods 
of waiting and suspension between 
destinations. He draws on localities 
such as Cape Town, Johannesburg, 
Britain, Argentina and Sweden, 
considering the world from a posi-
tion of “transcendental homeless-
ness” rather than more conven-
tional expressions of estrangement, 
alienation, or exile.

Simon is a recipient of the 
Philip Stein Award for Poetry and 
also of the Mamphela Ramphele 
scholarship.

 He has BA Hons and PhD 
degrees in English Literature from 
UCT and went on to obtain a 
Master of Arts degree in Modern 
and Contemporary Poetry from 
the University of Bristol in Eng- 
land.

Wynberg-raised 
poet launches 
debut anthology

n Poet Simon van Schalkwyk with Michele Betty of Dryad Press and 
Dr Wamuwi Mbao.

 The 21st edition of the Italian Film Focus will take place from 
today, Thursday March 25, to Tuesday March 30 online. The event 
is promoted by Controluce, the Italian Institute of Culture in 
Pretoria, the Embassy of Italy in South Africa, the Consulate of 
Italy in Johannesburg, the Consulate of Cape Town, the Embassy 
of Italy in Zambia, and the Embassy of Italy in Zimbabwe. The 
festival will open with the award-winning film Hidden Away (Volevo 
Nascondermi) by Giorgio Diritti about an Italian self-taught painter, 
Ligabue. The director will present the film with a live introduction 
and participate in a Q&A. The festival programme includes live 
interactions with a director every day and a film event to celebrate 
the three-time Oscar winner Federico Fellini on the centenary of his 
birth with the movie, Juliet of the Spirits (Giulietta degli Spiriti).
Visit cinekit.it/italian-filmfocus-in-southern-africa to book and for the 
full programme. Tickets cost US$3.50 (R51.90 on Monday March 22) 
but the first 1 000 tickets are free. Tickets include access to the  
12 films and participation in the live events.

Italian film festival
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Melania and Me 
The rise and fall of my 
friendship with the 
First Lady
Stephanie Winston 
Wolkoff
Simon & Schuster UK 
– Jonathan Ball (South 
Africa
Review: Lauren O’Con-
nor-May

I’ve always wondered what 
goes on inside the heads 
of those who not only 
voted for Donald Trump 
but then also supported 
his administration. Stephanie Winston Wolkoff 
admits to being one of those people but after 
reading this book, very reluctantly, I must admit, 
it’s a logic that still makes no sense to me. 
Wolkoff calls herself a friend of Melania Trump. 
A successful businesswoman, Wolkoff had long 
ago made a name for herself in the fashion 
industry, which is where she first met the then 
unmarried Melania Knauss, an aspiring but 
unsuccessful model. 
The two texted regularly, met once a month for 
lunch and Wolkoff seems to feel the friendship 
was real, despite the clear indications that it 
was not. 
For most of the first part of the book, Wolkofff 
came across as a bit of a fangirl trying to justify 
her obviously one-sided friendship with Melania. 
Wolfkoff does Melania endless favours, is at 

her beck and call and she 
willingly shares her trials 
and struggles with an 
apathetic Melania. 
Later, as Wolkoff, at great 
cost to herself, rallies for 
Melania in a way that can 
only be called obsessive – 
all in the name of patriotism 
– she comes across as 
someone desperately trying 
to justify her misplaced 
loyalties. 
Eventually, Wolkoff ends up 
the same as most people 
who tangled with the 
Trumps do – ruined. Only 

then she admits, what any sane reader could 
have seen all along and what all her friends had 
been warning her about, that she was being 
used and it would not end well. 
I found parts of this book very dull, especially 
when Wolkoff goes into a painful, day-by-day, 
blow-by-blow account of the presidential 
inauguration planning. Wolfkoff claims she 
was the scapegoat for the irregularities in the 
inauguration spending and whether this is true 
or not remains to be seen as the investigation is 
still ongoing. 
Other parts are morbidly fascinating. How does 
Melania deal with all the scandal that is con-
stantly swirling around the Trumps? It appears 
that she just doesn’t care. 
As long as her private life is not too greatly 
disturbed, her expensive shoes matches her 

designer bag and she looks good, Melania 
doesn’t care what is happening outside her bub-
ble and least of all whom it affects. That is how 
she has been painted under Wolkoff’s pen at 
least. Wolfkoff admits to having had a grudging 
admiration for this head-in-a -bubble attitude 
and even sometimes justifies it. Later, it comes 
back to bite her. At its essence, this book is a PR 
attempt to salvage a Trump-ruined life.

Let Love Rule
Lenny Kravitz with David Ritz
Sphere – Jonathan Ball (South Africa)
Review: Lauren O’Connor-May

Fans of Lenny Kravitz will know that Let Love 
Rule is the name of the song that ignited his 
fame in the rock genre. 
Fans will probably know a lot about Lenny 
already but the most well-known tidbit of his life, 
his failed marriage with The Cosby Show actress, 
Lisa Bonet, and the mysterious reasons behind 
it, is not discussed in this book. The story stops 
just after their daughter Zoe is born and before 
they separate.
The book starts before Lenny is born, with the 
romance between his parents, well-known 
actress Roxie Roker and journalist Sy Kravitz. 
It goes on to talk about his extremely colourful 
childhood, which was full of well-known 
musicians and actors and an immersion in arts, 
almost from birth, which clearly shaped his 
musical aspirations.
The book goes into great detail about his 
grandparents, his family life, his family history 

and his childhood and carries on until he leaves 
school and tries to launch a career as the pop 
musician Romeo Blue.
The essence of the story, told in Lenny’s own 
words, is his musical and spiritual development. 
He talks a lot about his spirituality and how 
his musical style was influenced and nearly 
everything he talks about in the book links back 
to those two themes.
The book is very lyrically written and, based on 
the ending, hints at being part of a series.
I’ve watched many documentaries about Lenny 
Kravitz, being somewhat of a fan myself, and 
knew a lot about the musician already but this 
book gives the unique view of telling his story 
in his own words, through only his perspective, 
which is sometimes somewhat rose-tinted.
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Puzzle on page 2

Anagram puzzle solution

Encourage, acrogen, courage, aerugo, con-
gee, conger, cougar, enrage, genera, onager, 
orange, agree, anger, argon, argue, auger, 
cargo, conga, conge, eager, eagre, genre, 
genro, genua, goner, goura, grace, green, 
groan, guaco, guano, organ, ragee, range, 
renga, rogue, rouge, rugae, ague, areg, cage, 
crag, ergo, gaur, gean, gear, gene, genu, 
gone, gore, guan, guar, ogee, ogre, rage, 
rang, ruga, rung and urge.

Puzzle on page 2

Sudoku solution   
No 107; Level: Hard
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Guitarist Derek Gripper will 
be hosting a series of small, 
socially distanced events 

in commemoration of his last 
international concert tour in 
2020 and one year of musical 
lockdown. 

Derek will play in private 
homes and in various intimate 
venues such as the Sangha Spot in 
Muizenberg, The Cottage Club in 
Fish Hoek, The Forge in Kalk Bay 
and The Ladder in Cape Town 
from Sunday March 28 to Friday 
May 7.

Derek’s last tour of Australia a 
year ago saw him play 16 sold-out 
concerts in as many towns and 
cities. He returned to the Mother 
City the week before lockdown 
and has since been running an 
online subscription service teach-

ing group music lessons.
His notable experiences 

include a solo concert at Carne-
gie Hall, multiple collaborations 
with classical guitar legend John 
Williams and classical Indian 
virtuoso Debashish Battacharya; 
a performance in Bamako with 
kora star Toumani Diabate and 
a host of award-winning albums 
including 2016’s Libraries on Fire, 
which won the Songlines Music 
Award for Best African Album.

Derek’s recent album, A Year 
of Swimming, had a million 
streams in its first few months of 
release, and his latest record with 
Silk Road Ensemble’s cellist Mike 
Block is set to follow suit.

Tickets are available 
from R150 through Quicket.  
Visit https://www.derekgripper.
com/tour-dates/ for more infor-
mation.

Derek Gripper 
concert series

 Derek Gripper 
will perform in 
private homes and 
small venues.
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The 21st edition of the Italian 
Film Focus will take place from 
today, Thursday March 25 to 
Tuesday March 30 online.

The event is promoted by 
Controluce, the Italian Insti-
tute of Culture in Pretoria, the 
Embassy of Italy in South Africa, 
the Consulate of Italy in Johan-
nesburg, the Consulate of Cape 
Town, the Embassy of Italy in 
Zambia, and the Embassy of 
Italy in Zimbabwe.

The festival will open with 
the award-winning film Hidden 
Away (Volevo Nascondermi) by 
Giorgio Diritti about an Italian 
self-taught painter, Ligabue. 
The director will present the 
film with a live introduction 
and participate in a Q&A.

The festival programme 
includes live interactions with 
a director every day and a film 
event to celebrate the three-
time Oscar winner Federico 
Fellini on the centenary of his 
birth with the movie, Juliet 

of the Spirits (Giulietta degli 
Spiriti).

Visit cinekit.it/italian-film-
focus-in-southern-africa to book 
and for the full programme.

Bookings open online on 
Thursday March 25, at 10am. 
Tickets cost US$3.50 (R51.90 on 
Monday March 22) but the first 
1 000 tickets are free. Tickets 
include access to the 12 films 
and participation in the live 
events. Search for https://www.
facebook.com/italianfilmfocus 
on Facebook.

Italian film festival
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Children living on the streets was 
the focus of the second sitting 
of the Atlantic Seaboard Social 
Development Forum last Tuesday, 
March 16.

The forum is an initiative of 
ward 54 and 115 councillors, 
Nicola Jowell and Ian McMa-
hon, to join forces with NGOs 
and other stakeholders to discuss 
social issues and challenges facing 
the Atlantic Seaboard commu-
nities.

Ms Jowell said although it was 
started to focus on Ward 54 it is in 
essence about the whole Atlantic 
Seaboard and perhaps the whole 
Sub-council 16 area.

 Director for the Western Cape 
Street Children's Forum, Janice 
King, formed part of the stake-
holders on the forum last week.

Ms King said the Atlantic Sea-
board and the CBD are among 
their focus areas for this year.

The meeting heard that giving 
money to children on the streets 
encourages them to stay out of 
school, leave their homes and 
stay on the streets. 

Ms King said begging pro-
motes trafficking, exploitation 
and the abuse of vulnerable 
children and introduces them to 
street life, substance abuse and 
drug addiction.

Street  
children  
on agenda

 The 21st edition of the Italian Film Focus will take place from today, Thursday March 25 to 
Tuesday March 30 online. The event is promoted by Controluce, the Italian Institute of Culture 
in Pretoria, the Embassy of Italy in South Africa, the Consulate of Italy in Johannesburg, 
the Consulate of Cape Town, the Embassy of Italy in Zambia, and the Embassy of Italy in 
Zimbabwe. Pictured is an image from the movie Miss Marx, directed by Susanna Nicchiarelli. 
Full story on page 14. 

Continued on page 3
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The 21st edition of the Italian Film Focus 
will take place from tomorrow, Thursday 
March 25 to Tuesday March 30 online.

The event is promoted by Controluce, the 
Italian Institute of Culture in Pretoria, the 
Embassy of Italy in South Africa, the Consulate 
of Italy in Johannesburg, the Consulate of Cape 
Town, the Embassy of Italy in Zambia, and the 
Embassy of Italy in Zimbabwe.

The festival will open with the award-win-
ning film Hidden Away (Volevo Nascondermi) 
by Giorgio Diritti about an Italian self-taught 
painter, Ligabue. The director will present the 
film with a live introduction and participate 
in a Q&A.

The festival programme includes live inter-
actions with a director every day and a film 
event to celebrate the three-time Oscar winner 
Federico Fellini on the centenary of his birth 
with the movie, Juliet of the Spirits (Giulietta 
degli Spiriti).

Visit cinekit.it/italian-filmfocus-in-south-
ern-africa to book and for the full programme.

Bookings open online on Thursday March 
25, at 10am. Tickets cost US$3.50 (R51.90 on 
Monday March 22) but the first 1 000 tickets 
are free. Tickets include access to the 12 films 
and participation in the live events.

Search for https://www.facebook.com/ital-
ianfilmfocus on Facebook.

Italian 
film  
festival

What’s On
Legal services
The Gleemoor Baptist Church’s Legal Advice 
Clinic invites the community to consult with 
attorneys on legal matters such as: draw-

ing up of wills, amendments to wills, the 
rights of tenants and landlords, estates and 
marriage contracts. Consultations are done 
at no cost and by appointment only. The 

church office is situated in St Simons Road, 
Sunnyside. Contact Enid Rodkin at 084 751 
6018.
• The UCT Law Clinic’s student advisors, 

under the supervision of their supervising attorneys, 
offer a free legal service to those who cannot afford 
the services of a private attorney. They assist with 
civil matters like divorces, evictions, claims over 
R20 000, motor vehicle accidents and drawing up 
of wills. Cases will be accepted based on a merit 
and financial means assessment.  You can call their 
offices to book a telephonic consultation  and they 
will cover the cost of the call. Their contact number 
is 021 650 3775.

Innovation awards 
Applications for the 11th annual SAB Foundation 
Social Innovation Awards and 6th annual Disability 
Empowerment Awards close on Wednesday March 
31. The awards recognise innovative thinkers who 
develop products and services that help the coun-
try’s most vulnerable communities. Prizes range 
from R200 000 to R1.3 million and the winners 
qualify for business coaching and technical support. 
Visit sabfoundation.co.za for more information and 
to enter.

If you have flu-like symptoms such 
as a dry cough, sore throat and a high 
fever, do not go to your nearest clinic 
or hospital, rather call the National 
Institute for Communicable Diseases 

(NCID) at 0800 029 999
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With gang violence on 
the rise and young boys 
being recruited to gangs 

from as young as 8 years old, Bon-
teheuwel residents have decided 
to step in so that they don’t lose 
a generation of youngsters to 
gangsterism.

For these residents, “your 
child is my child” are not just 
words. They are words to live by. 

Bonteheuwel resident Miskah 
Martin, said that residents were 
fed up with gangsters shooting at 

each other and innocent people 
getting hurt. Furthermore, she 
said, gang members were shoot-
ing in front of children who were 
going through life seeing bodies 
fall to the ground. 

“We are sick of living like 
this. The boys joining the gangs 
are getting younger and younger 
with the youngest being 7 or 8 
years old. 

Residents 
unite to  
protect kids 
from gangs 

 The 21st edition of the Italian Film Focus will take place from tomorrow, Thursday March 
25 to Tuesday March 30 online. The event is promoted by Controluce, the Italian Institute 
of Culture in Pretoria, the Embassy of Italy in South Africa, the Consulate of Italy in 
Johannesburg, the Consulate of Cape Town, the Embassy of Italy in Zambia, and the Embassy 
of Italy in Zimbabwe. Pictured is an image from the movie Miss Marx, directed by Susanna 
Nicchiarelli. Full story on page 12. Continued on page 3
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